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PURCHASING 
PROBLEMS 


A brief, factual roundup of 
production, supply and price 
trends. 


BY W. G. REAVES 
Assistant Purchasing Agent 


Requistions are continuously be- 
ing received, covering concrete pipe, 
with the notation “Immediate Ship- 
ment Requested.” It is practically 
impossible, now, to get immediate 
shipment on concrete pipe. 

Deliveries are being made in ap- 
proximately 60 to 90 days after re- 
quisitions are received and orders 
placed. Most concrete pipe compan- 
ies, at present, have a promised de- 
livery (promised, that is) varying 
from 30 to 60 days after receipt of 
order. 

Reinforcing Fabric 

Quite a few requisitions are be- 
ing received for reinforcing fabric 
for use in making concrete pipe. 
Some divisions are ordering very 
small quantities. The delivery, at 
present, on this item is four months. 
It is suggested, to the divisions that 
use this item, that you check your 
present stock, anticipate your re- 
quirements and issue requisition in 
sufficient time to allow for present 
slow delivery. 

Rubber Boots 

The maintenance, prison and 
bridge department should requisi- 
tion their winter requirements of 
rubber boots in the immediate 
future. Boots are, currently, in slow 
delivery. There is a possiblity of 
some improvement, however, to in- 
sure our requirements being fulfill- 

__ ed, orders should be placed as soon 
2s possible. 
te Calcium Chloride 

Present delivery of calcium chlo- 

(Continued on page four) 


N. C. ROADS STUDIED 
BY PANAMA ENGINEER 


Tomas Guardia, chief engineer 
of the roadway department of the 
Republic of Panama, has toured 
parts of North Carolina’s highway 
system studing construction of low- 
cost, secondary roads. 

_ He visited Chief Highway Engi- 
neer W. Vance Baise and described 

_ some of the problems faced by his 
_ department in Panama where tor- 
 rential tropical rains prevent con- 
struction or eS a of zone 
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Study Peach Canning Record 


Dupecontendent Tom Edison of 
Olive, assistant superintendent, c 
which resulted in a record-breaki 
Edison is a native of Gaston cou 


Woman’s Prison and Miss Pearl 
onfer on pians for peach canning 
ing production of 104,000 gallons. 
nty and has been with the Prison 


Department since 1931. Miss Olive, a veteran prison official with 14 
years service, is from Johnston county. For a picture story of the 


eanning, see page three. 
Identification Bureau.) 


(All photos by J. W. 


Bryan, Jr., Prison 


Woman’s Prison Cannery Surpasses 
100,000-Gallon Quota On Peaches 


Edison Supervises Processing of 
Fresh Sandhill] Fruit; All Pre- 
vious Prison Cannery Records 
Broken by Hard-Working Organi- 
zation. 


Raleigh—The permanent cannery 
at Woman’s Prison here, humming 
with activity during the peach sea- 
son with its annual chore of can- 
ning peaches for North Carolina’s 
prisons and institutions, has set a 
new canning production record. 

From 90 to 115 white and negro 
women prisoners, serving sentences 
for crimes ranging from prostitu- 
tion to murder, worked on a day- 
and-night schedule for a month to 
give 73,000 gallons of fresh Sand- 
hill fruit a tin jacket and temporary 
immortality. The women canned 56,- 
000 gallons in 1945. 

Canneries operated by men pri- 
soners at Moore and Washington 
county prison camps assisted in 
“Operation Peach” by processing 
approximately 31,000 gallons, and 
(Continued on page three) 
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41 Road Projects To 
Be Let August 15 


Raleigh—Forty-one projects in- 
volving approximately 200 miles of 
state road work will be let here 
August 15, State Highway Engineer 
W. Vance Baise announced August 
ayy 

The letting will include 15 fede- 
ral-aid and 26 state betterment pro- 
jects, Baise said. Federal-aid work, 
valued at approximately $1,529,000, 
will cover 79 miles of road grading 
and construction. 


Betterment projects, financed en- 
tirely with state funds, will involve 
work consisting chiefly of bitumin- 
ous retreatment of 120 miles of 
primary and secondary roads. An 
estimate of the total value of the 
betterment projects was not avail- 
able. 

Federal-Aid Projects 

Currituck—Grading and surfacing of 5.95 


(Continued on page two) 
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Commission Stops 


Housing Movement 
Over State Roads 


Large Sections of Dismantled Bar- 
racks, Being Moved Across State 
By Truck, Ruled “Dangerous to 
Travel” on Highways. 


Raleigh—The North Carolina 
Highway and Public Works Com- 
mission ruled at its July 25 meet- 
ing that movement of large sections 
of dismantled barracks and houses 
over state highways by trucks was 
“dangerous to travel” and must be 
stopped. 

Chairman A. H. Graham and 
State Highway Engineer W. Vance 
Baise, who normally handle requests 
for permits to haul out-size cargo 
over state highways, were instruct- 
ed to disapprove of future move- 
ments of such housing over the 
state roads. 

T. Max Watson of Spindale, nin- 
th division commissioner, told the 
commission of the “dangerous prac- 
tice” of commercial firms moving 
dismantled housing from Camp 
Davis to communities as far west 
as Cullowhee and Brevard. 

Sections Measure 10 to 16 Feet 

He told of observing sections of 
buildings measuring 10 to 16 feet 
wide being moved by truck over the 
state’s 18-foot highways. The pur- 
pose of the movement, to provide 
temporary housing, was good, Wat- 
son added, but pointed out that some 
other method of transportation must 
be used. 

Graham and Baise said that no 
permits had been issued for move- 
ment of such large sections of 
houses. They added that movement 
of smaller sections of houses had 
been granted where the distance to 
be traveled was short, the roads 
straight and the trip was made dur- 

(Continued on page two) 


PARKIN LEAVES POST 


AS BRIDGE DESIGNER 

Raleigh—George T. Parkin, sen- 
ior bridge designer and a member 
of the State Highway Department 
since 1930, has resigned effective 
August 7 to enter private business, 
State Highway Engineer W. Vance 
Baise announced. 

Parkin will join the firm of W. C. 
Olsen, consulting engineers, here. 

A 1928 graduate of N. C. State 
College, he worked with the Georgia 
highway department before taking 
a position with the North Carolina 
department. 
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ENCOURAGING 


The Blue Ridge Parkway, 
first of its type and scale, when 
completed will thread through 
485 miles of eastern America’s 
most beautiful mountain scen- 
ery from the Shenandoah Nat- 
ional Park in Virginia to the 
Great Smoky National Park 
in North Carolina and Tenn- 
essee. 

The scenic drive averages 
3,000 feet above sea level and 
more than 360 miles of the 
federally-financed project had 
been brought to various stages 
of completion prior to the war. 

In North Carolina the park- 
way enters at Cumberland 
Knob Park in Alleghany 
county and winds 271 miles 
through the mountains across 
the state to Newfound Gap in 
the Great Smoky Park where 
the road dips into Tennessee. 

The parkway is open to tra- 
vel-hungry Americans from 
the Virginia line down to near 
Asheville with the exception 
of sections of the parkway 
near Blowing Rock and Mt. 
Mitchell. There is a detour on 
paved state highway around 
the uncompleted Blowing Rock 
section. 

However, the fate of the 
proposed 96-mile section be- 
tween N. C. 694 northeast of 
Asheville to N. C. 107 south of 

Smokemont in the Great 
Smoky Park has _ troubled 
many interested North Caro- 
linians. 

One of them, Chairman 
A. H. Graham of the Commis- 
sion went to Washington last 


week to seek support for com- 
pletion of the parkway route 
as approved by Harold L. 
Ickes when he was Secretary 
of the Interior. 

The Chairman returned 
with encouraging news that 
Senator Clyde R. Hoey, a con- 


gressional champion of the 


parkway in North Carolina, 
has voiced his active support 
for completion of the project. 

The Senator’s interest and 
support in the parkway is al- 
ready well-known. Only re- 
cently he pushed through Con- 
gress a boost in parkway ap- 
propriations from $7,500,000 
to $11,500,000. 


COMMISSION STOPS 


(Continued from page one) 


ing daylight hours. 

A motion by Commissioner Ben 
Douglas of Charlotte that the com- 
mission negotiate the purchase of 
17.7 acres of land on the outskirts 
of Charlotte for $13,125 was ap- 
proved. Douglas said the property, 
owned by Frank Herrin of Char- 
lotte, would be used for storage of 
highway department vehicles, equip- 
ment and for the possible construc- 
tion of a highway garage or repair 
shop. 

Improved Trucklane 

A request by Commissioner J. M. 
Bridger of Bladenboro for a survey 
to plan an improved trucklane in 
Wilmington also was passed by the 
commission. Other surveys granted 
include two on county roads in 
Brunswick county and another 
stretch of road between Valdese 
and N. C. 18. 

Graham said that two more let- 
tings of highway projects were ex- 
pected before the next meeting, and 
the commission voted to permit the 
chairman, chief highway engineer 
and individual division commis- 
sioners to act on low bids for the 
work. 

Commissioner John Goode of 
Asheville asked that the highway 
department speed up its planning 
of a future road project to be built 
through the city of Canton, where 
location of the highway may neces- 
sitate movement of railroad tracks, 
a station and other buildings. 

Inter-State Highway Hearing 

The commission set its next meet- 
ing for August 29. A hearing on the 
location of the proposed inter-state 
highway will be held the same 
day, following the regular meeting. 

Speed zones were established in 
Burke County and in the American 
Enka Corporation village. x 

A monthly investigation report of 


re 
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| county roads was approved by the | 10-5 miles of U S. 17 from Elizabeth C 


group. It recommended the addition 
of 64.86 miles from the 151.38 miles 
requested, and the addition of 1.4 
miles of neighborhood roads. 

A request by Mecklenburg county 
that the highway department install 
signs on the newly-named county 
roads was deferred until a later 
meeting. Graham said such work 
could not be accomplished now be- 
cause of overtaxed personnel and 
lack of materials. 

Douglas, the only commissioner 
voting against deferring the re- 
quest, said the rural police of Meck- 
lenburg had named all county roads 
after an intensive survey and he 
believed that the department should 
install road signs now. Such road 
designations, he asserted, would 
greatly assist the police in serving 
the people of Mecklenburg county. 


41 ROAD PROJECTS 
(Continued from page one) 


miles from U. S. 158 in Grandy via Poplar 
Branch to Aydlett. 

Edgecombe—Grading and surfacing of 
6.338 miles from a point on N. C. 44 5 miles 
east of Tarboro through Mayo’s Cross 
Roads to N. C. 11. 

Craven—Grading and structures of 8.99 
miles on N. C. 101 from a point near 
entrance to Cherry Point Marine Base to 
the Carteret county line. 

Davidson—grading, surfacing and struc- 
tures of 7.27 miles on N. C. 8 from a point 
2.6 miles north of junction with N. C. 49 
to Flat Swamp Creek bridge. 

Rockingham—Grading, roadway overhaul 
and structures of 6.76 miles on N. C. 770 
from U. S. 220 to Stokes county line. 

Chatham—Grading and bituminous sur- 
face treatment of 6.96 miles from a point 
approximately two miles northeast of Siler 
City north to the Alamance county line. 

Lee—Grading, bituminous surface treat- 
ment and structures of 4.84 miles from a 
point on N. C. 78 near Jonesboro to Lemon 
Springs. 

Anson—Grading, bituminous surface treat 
ment and structures of 8.69 miles from a 
point two miles west of Wadesboro on 
White’s Store Road west to intersection 
with Allen’s School road. 

Montgomery—Grading and bituminous 
surface treatment of 38.24 miles from a 
point 0.7 miles south of court house in Troy 
to Little River. 

Rowan—Grading and bituminous surface 
treatment of 3.7 miles a point five miles 
north of Cleveland to a point 1.5 miles 
north of Woodleaf. 

Rowan—Grading, bituminous surface 
treatment and structures of 5.89 miles from 
a point 4 miles southeast of Salisbury 
southeast to a point 0.5 miles northwest of 
Liberty. 

Union—Grading and bituminous surface 
treatment of 5. 79 miles from a point on 
N. C. 200 approximately 8 miles southwest 
of Monroe to South Carolina state line. 

Forsyth—Grading and bituminous surface 
treatment of 3.7 miles from a point north 
of U. S. 158 to intersection with Stokes 
Ferry Road. 

Wilkes—Grading and bituminous surface 
treatment of 3.89 miles from Pleasant Hill 
to a point 0.3 miles north of Benham School. 

Yadkin—Grading and bituminous surface 
treatment of 3.03 miles from U. S. 421 to 
Cycle at Swan Creek. 

State Betterment Projects 

Chowan—Concrete widening of 0.485 miles | 
of Broad street in Edenton. 

Pasquotank—Sand asphalt widening of 


to South Mills Fork. 

Lenoir—Sand asphalt surfacing of 8.3 
miles of county road from U. 8. 258 3.7 
miles north of Kinston north to Contentnea 
(correct) Creek. 

Greene—Sand asphalt surfacing of 3.1 
miles of county road from Contentnea 
Creek to N. C. 102. S 

Pitt—Sand asphalt surfacing of 6.15 miles 
of county road from U. S. 264 1.0 miles east 
of Ballard’s Cross roads south. 

Wake—Bituminous retreatment of 15.3 
miles of U. S. 1 from junction with U. S&S. 
70 to Chatham county line. 

Wake—Bituminous retreatment of 11.0 
miles of N. C. 264 from U. §S. 64 at 
Zebulon to N. C. 59 

Wake—Retreatment of 12.1 miles of 
county road from U. S. 64, 12 miles east 
of Raleigh, via Rolesville to N. C. 264. 

Montgomery—Bituminous surface treat- 
ment of 2.2 miles of county road from Troy 
Pekin Road to Little River. 

Forsyth—Bituminous surface treatment 
of 4.18 miles of county road from U. S. 
311 at Union Cross to N. C. 109. 

Gaston—Resurfacing of 15.5 miles of 
U. S. 29 from Kings Mountain to Mecklen- 
burg county line. 

Gaston—Bituminous surface treatment of 
10.3 miles on nine sections of county roads. 

Buncombe—Resurfacing of 2.2 miles of 
U. S. 25 and 70 from U. S. 19 to 0.5 miles 
northwest to N. C. 191. 

Buncombe—Resurfacing of 2.2 miles of 
U. S. 74 from Henderson county line west 
toward Asheville. 

Buncombe—Resurfacing of 3.1 miles of 
N. C. 81 from Asheville city limits to U. S. 
70 at Oteen. 

Buncombe—Widening and resurfacing of 
2.6 miles of U. S. 70 from Black Mountain 
to McDowell county line. 

Henderson—Resurfacing of 6.2 miles of 
U. S. 176 from East Flat Rock to Polk 
County line. 

Henderson—Widening and plant mix re- 
surfacing of 5.6 miles of U. S. 64 from 
Hendersonville to Horse Shoe. 


Baise Announces 


Bids On Projects. 


Raleigh—Low bids on four road 
projects were announced July 30 
by Chief Highway Engineer W. 
Vanve Baise. 

The projects and low bidders 
were: 

Mecklenburg—Conerete paving 
with curbing of 1.51 miles of East 
7th Street, Providence Road and 
Selwyn Avenue in Charlotte, Bly- 
the Brothers, Charlotte, $55,150.75. 

Forsyth—Concrete surfacing of 
3.01 miles of North Cherry Street, 
Buena Vista Road, Reynolds Road, 
South Main Street, West 1st Street 
and Broad Street in Winston-Salem, 
Atlantic Bitulithic Co., Washington, 
N. C., $45,667.00. 

Guilford-Rockingham-Alamance- 
Orange-Person-Granville—Bitumin- 
ous retreatment of 81.35 miles on 
nine sections of primary and secon- 
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dary roads, J. M. Gregory, Relea 


$127,237.50. 

Wilkes—Overhaul and ARR 
excavation of 2.83 miles of Oak- 
woods Road from south end 


|face treatment ee toward Alex ’ 
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Two women prisoners swing a 
bushel of peaches on over-head 
track from hot lye solution bath 
to cold water bath in first step of 
canning peaches. 


_ The fruit is packed by hand 

into No. 10 cans, covered with a 
boiling hot water and sugar solu- 
tion and made ready for sealing. 


Naked fruit tumbles down 
chute under cold water bath into 
another cold water vat where it 
is fished out with a scoop made 
from an old coal fork with an 
iron strap welded across the 
tines. 


Men prisoners from the Cary 
Farm pack the canned peaches 
into boxes and transport them to 
Camp Polk where the fruit is 
stored awaiting requisitioning by 
the state’s prison camps and in- 

stitutions. 


WOMAN’S PRISON 


; fr uit in the can and seals the | 
one quick motion. 


(Continued from page one) 


total to 104,000 gallons—4,000 gal- 
lons over the 1946 quota set by 
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Women seated at long wooden tables quickly remove th 
quarter the fruit in another step of the canning process. 


seeds and 


Two prisoners lower an iron basket filled with freshly-canned 
peaches into a 40-gallon vat of boiling water where the fruit is cooked 


for one hour at 212 degrees. 


Director of State Prisons Clyde O. 
Robinson. 

The men canned only surplus 
fruit sent them when the women 
were deluged under more than 500 
bushels of fruit a day. 

Edison Guides Operation 

Superintendent Tom Edison, a 
husky Gaston county native who 
has worked in the Prison Depart- 
ment of the North Carolina High- 
way and Public Works Commission 
since 1931, supervised the entire 


operation—from trucking of fruit 
from Sandhill orchards to the pro- 
cessing of thousands of glistening 
No. 10 cans neatly packed with 
quartered peaches. 

“Our record production was the 
result of complete cooperation by 
prison officials and hard work by 
the prisoners,’ Edison said. “For 
example, Assistant Purchasing 
Agent R. G. King kept the canner- 
ies operating by always turning up 

(Continued on page four) 
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Highway Chairman | 
Gives Statement 
On Camp Incident 


Raleigh Chairman A. H. Gra- 
ham of the North Carolina Highway 
and Public Works Commission re-| 
leased the following statement to 
the press July 26: 

“On June 23, Albert Lee Boyce, | 
a white, 20-year-old prisoner of the 
Richmond County prison camp, be- 
came involved in a difficulty with 
another prisoner while working 
with a road gang, and was carried 
to the camp by the gang foreman. 

“The superintendent of the camp, 
Mr. Jack Black, after hearing the 
complaint of the foreman, is alleged 
to have struck the prisoner with a 
blackjack. On reporting of the above 
charges to Mr. Clyde O. Robinson, 
director of state prisons, an investi- 
gation was made and it was deter- 
mined that the camp superintendent 
had violated rules and regulations 
of the prison department by strik- 
ing the prisoner. 

Superintendent Discharged 

“As a result of the above findings, 
the camp superintendent has been 
discharged. The prisoner, Boyce, 
was brought to Central Prison at | 
Raleigh and a thorough medical 
examination was given, disclosed no 
permanent injury and that his pre-' 
sent condition is entirely normal. | 

“Black, who had been with the 
prison department since 1933 and 
prior to the war served as a camp 
steward, returned from service in 
the Army last fall to become a camp 
superintendent. 

“Boyce was sentenced in Meck-' 
lenburg county to serve a total of 
four years—two years for breaking 
and entering, and two years for 
larceny. He began his sentence in 
January 1946. Also, he is a veteran | 
of World War II, serving two and | 
pne-half years in the Navy.” 


WOMAN’S PRISON 


(Continued on page three) 


with sugar, a vital item in canning. 

“T, R. Buchanan and Z. D. Burch 
of the motor department and H. E. 
Holland of the prison department 
warehouse kept the trucks rolling. 
J. Ennis Davis, farm director of 


the prison department, helped or- 
ganize the purchase of the fruit 
and Oscar Atkins stayed at the 
orchards and kept the peaches moy- 
ing to Raleigh. 

“We also appreciate the efforts of 
Mrs. Bessie Williams, who super- 
vised the cannery work, and Otis 
Banks of the purchase and contract 
division for his cooperation.” 

Purchased at the orchards for 
$1.15 a bushel, the peaches were 
delivered by truck direct to the tin- 


NORTH CAROLINA HIGHWAYS & PUBLIC WORKS 


ANNUAL BARBECUE 


Raleigh. — The Carolina Road 
Builders Association will hold its 
annual barbecue in honor of the 
North Carolina Highway and 
Public Works Commission at the 
Tar Heel club near here August 
14, Executive Secretary J. War- 
ren Mann of the association has 
announced. 


| roofed cannery where the fruit 
| was handled entirely by women 


prisoners on an assembly-line basis. 
Lye Removes Skin 

Fuzz and skin were quickly shuck- 
ed off the peaches at the rate of one 
bushel a minute by dipping a perfo- 
rated tin tub filled with the fruit 
into 40 gallons of boiling lye solu- 
tion. Another dip in 40 gallons of 
cold water and the tub-full of 
naked peaches rolled down a chute 
under a cold water spray and then 


was carried to scores of women at, 


nearby tables who quickly removed 
seeds and quartered the fruit with 


‘nimble hands and paring knives. 


The dissected fruit was packed 
by hand into brand-new No. 10 cans 
filled with a boiling water and sugar 
solution, then sealed on a canning 
machine and cooked in 100 gallon 
lots for one hour at 212 degrees. 
After cooling in huge stacks along 
one side of the steaming cannery 
building. the cans were packed in 
boxes, stenciled ‘‘Peaches. Women’s 
Prison” and sent to Cary Prison 
Farm for storage. 

5,000 Gallons a Day 

Working steadily, the women 
could hit a production stride of 


|5,000 gallons a day and kept a 


steady flow of fruit moving from 
the cauldrons to the canning ma- 
chine and into the storehouses. The 
superintendent said he had no diffi- 
culty getting volunteers to work at 
night because the prisoners received 
credit for extra time served by 
keeping the cannery operating after 
regular working hours. 

The cannery is -always a busy 
place at little-known Woman’s Pri- 
son, located on the outskirts of 
Raleigh. Many kinds of fruit and 
vegetables are canned each year, 
but the peach season brings the 
greatest amount of work during the 
year. 

As one long-term prisoner put it, 
“We sure is glad to see them 
peaches—in cans.” 


SNAKE MYTH 


The not-uncommon belief that a 
snake never dies before sunset is 
untrue. The sun’s position has no 
bearing on the condition of a de- 
capitated snake. When his head is 
cut off he is simply a dead snake. 
Reflex action leaves the nervous 
system slowly, making it appear 
that the snake is still alive. 


Report Reveals 
Prison Escapes 
Increase To 61 


A total of 61 prisoners escaped 
from North Carolina prison camps 
during July—the greatest number 
of escapes in a single month during 
1946. There were 23 recaptures re- 
ported. 

Twenty fled during July 1-15, 
prison records disclosed, and this 
number increased to 41 during the 
last half of the month. There were 
33 escapes and 24 recaptures dur- 
ing June. 

To assist local authorities and 
prison officials in tracing the es- 
ecapees, Director of Prisons Clyde 
O. Robinson has announced the ap- 
pointment of Oscar Adkins of 
Marion as a fugitive officer. He will 
be given photographs, fingerprints 
and family data of all missing pri- 
soners so that he may make a full- 
time job of searching for escapees. 

Adkins is a former SBI agent 
‘and OPA investigator. 

Other data released for July was: 
total paroles, 55; paroles refused, 
0; total revocations, 15; total com- 
mutations, 6; total temporary 
paroles, 11; and total deaths, 4. 

Camp ratings for July 16-31 were: 

Three Stars 
(No Escapes) 

Central Prison and Woman’s 
Prison, Raleigh, and all others with 
the exception of the following. 

Two Stars 
(One Escape) 

Lenoir 207, Rockingham 509, Pitt 
210, Iredell 906, Alleghany 801, 
New Hanover 306, Onslow 208, 
Scotland 610, Orange 507, Cleve- 
land 904, Buncombe 1002. 

One Star 
(Two Escapes) 
Randolph 608, Avery 1001, Guil- 
ford No. 1 505. 
Non-Star 
(More Than Two Escapes) 
Columbus 308, Camp Polk (Cary), 
Catawba 903, Yadkin 810, Wilkes 
809, Caldwell 803. 

Escapes and recaptures by divi- 
sions for July were (listed in that 
order): Division One, 0, 2; Divi- 
sion Two, 3, 0; Division Three, 10, 
3; Division Four, 0, 1; Division 
Five, 5, 23 Division) Siz 25,0905 
Division Seven, 1, 0; Division Eight, 
15, 7; Division Nine, 10, 0; Division 
Ten; 6, 2. 


LOVE IS BLIND 
A little fishing worm stuck his 
head up out of the damp ground 
and saw another worm close by, 
sticking up out of the ground. 
He said: feeb. aon are cute. I} 
could go for you.” 
Replied the other worm: 
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eeu Capacities 


Raleigh—State Highway Engi- 
neer W. Vance Baise has reported 


that his 10 division engineers plan- 


ned to make an intensive investiga- 
tion of the load capacities of the 


state’s 16,000 county road bridges. 


Plans for the survey were com- 
pleted at a meeting of the highway 
division engineers here July 25. 
Each division, Baise said, will use 
one or two men to check personally 
and log the capacity of the spans 
linking North Carolin’s secondary — 
road system. 5 

He said load capacity signs on 
the weakest bridges would be chang- 
ed first, and proper signs for all 
county bridges installed as soon as 
possible. 

Many of the bridges have reached 
a “critical” condition, Baise contin- 
ued, because of natural deteriora- 
tion, heavy war-time loads during 
the past four years and skimpy 
maintenance due to lack of material, 
labor and equipment. 

“Tt will be slow process,” he said 
“but the highway department will 
make every effort to do the best it 
can in this situation with the limit- 
ed forces available.” 


PURCHASING PROBLEMS 


(Continued from pagé one) 
ride is approximately 70 to 90 days 
from date of order. Divisions are 
urged to requisition their winter 
requirement immediately. We an- 
ticipate no improvement in the de- 


livery of this item. We positively — 


will not be able to obtain this item 
on short notice as we have been 
asked to in the past. 
Industrial Rubber Goods 
A new contract is being ere 
into on industrial mechanical rubber ~ 
goods. Deliveries are exceedingly — 
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slow on conveyor and transmission E Base 


belts, being approximately 280 days. — 
Other items, such as steam and 


water hose, air hose, V-belts, etc., 


are somewhat better on delivery. ; fe 


Material Received Reports 
Material Received Reports a 
not being handled as promptly a 2 
they should be. This handicaps our 
regular routine of work in approy- 
ing invoices for payment. If orders 
are not completed in a single ship- 
ment, then a partial Material Re- 
ceived Report should be made im- 
mediately covering items actually 
received. 
Practically all companies 
items actually shipped, 
Consequently, if Ma 
Reports are held up T 

shipment, this delays ay 
voices covering parti 


be silly; I’m the other end of you.” | me 
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